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Bennett STURGIS—The 
community of Sturgis, busi-
nesses, city government and 
the Sturgis Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitor’s Bureau 
hosted the annual Community 
Appreciation picnic at Harley 
Davidson Rally Point Plaza 
to basically say thank you to 
Sturgis residents for letting the 
motorcycle rally take over the 
town. 

Burgers, hot dogs and chips 
were provided and were served 
by volunteers. 

There was one final race 
and Flannel provided live 
music. Sturgis Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitor’s Bureau 
Assistant Director Kadence 
Gleason said they’re happy to 
welcome the community. “We 
serve over 700 community 
members and it’s a great way to 
show support for the communi-
ty and we also have 20 nonprof-
its here tonight,” she said.

 She added U.S. Food and 
the Loud American donated the 
food and Lynn’s Dakota Mart 
donated the fee for the band 
along with other businesses.

Hey Everybody There Was Another Fire North Of Town! 

DOT Presents Lazelle Street Project 
Dakota Department of 

Transportation presented its 
plan to improve Lazelle Street 
at a meeting August 27th at the 
Community Center gym.  

Staff with the DOT and 
JEO Consulting, who helped 
put together the plan , were 
on hand to answer questions. 
Just FYI: The last time any 
grading, paving and storm 
sewer work was done was in 
1968. Traffic signals and lights 
were last updated in 1999. And 
the last service improvements 
were in 2021. 

Traffic in 2025 daily was 
9.102 vehicles and in 2045 
that number is expected to be 
14,217. Truck traffic averages 
about 4 percent. Safety, infra-
structure upgrades and a sub-
standard pedestrian facilities 
are reasons for the project. 

  Improvements planned 
include a five-wide section, 
improved sidewalks, storm 
sewer and lighting and signals. 
Mike Carlson is the project 
engineer out of the Rapid City 
office. “What we need to do is 
remove the old surfacing and 
the drain structure, they’ve all 
reached the end of their cycle, 
replace the curb and gutter, 
the sidewalk and we’ll put 

PIERRE– South Dakota 
Attorney General Marty Jackley 
announces that Marlys Big 
Eagle, an enrolled member of 
the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe and 
resident of Fort Thompson, SD, 
has been named as the state’s 
Missing and Murdered Indige-
nous Person Specialist.

“Marlys has spent her career 
helping victims of violence and 
families looking for missing 
loved ones,” said Attorney 

General Jackley. “Her credi-
bility with tribal communities, 
law enforcement, and prosecu-
tors makes her an outstanding 
choice.”

Big Eagle served 27 years 
with the United States Depart-
ment of Justice including 23 
years as the Supervisory Victim 
Witness Coordinator for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in South Da-
kota and 4 years at the Executive 
Office for United States Attor-
neys in Washington, D.C. as the 
DOJ’s first Native American 
Outreach Services Liaison for 
Missing or Murdered Indigenous 
Person cases occurring in Indian 
Country. 

 She has been honored for 
her efforts to help victims and 
her service to Indian Country as 
a recipient of the U.S. Attorney 
General’s Award for Exceptional 
Service in Indian country.

“I am deeply honored to be 
selected to assist families of 
missing or murdered Indigenous 
persons as they seek answers 
and confirmation about what 
may have happened to their 
loved ones,” said Big Eagle. 

“I look forward to working 
alongside other MMIP stake-
holders and partners to help 
bring answers, support, and 
justice to these important cases.”

The MMIP program is part 
of the South Dakota Attorney 
General’s Office.

Thanks to the tremendous work of firefighters the Bear Butte Fire was quickly contained.

Citizens gathered at Communuty Center gymnasium to 
learn of DOT plans for Lazelle Street Project. MCNews Photo 
more photos A6

new lights back in and traffic 
signals,” said Carlson. He add-
ed residents will be able to get 
around the protect site by utiliz-
ing Main or Sherman Streets. 

  Since existing widths of 
the right of way is 66 feet the 
DOT may have to purchase ad-
ditional right of ways as needed 
or have temporary easements as 
needed. 

The department will with 
property owners in the right 

Pierre Govs Beat 
Scoopers on Opening Night

Brandon Bennett
news@MeadeCoNews.com of ways and will also coordi-

nate with utilities like electric 
utilities and cable companies as 
well as natural gas utilities. The 
DOT will abide by federal law 
when it comes environmental, 
social and economic concerns. 

 Comments need to be 
made by September 11, 2026 
to Jacob Rosecky, Road Design 
Engineering Manager at the 
SDDOT. His email is jaco-
brosecky@state.sd.us

PIERRE, SD – The #1 
ranked team in 11AA football, 
the Pierre Governors, lived up 
to their top billing with a 42-6 
drubbing of the Sturgis Scoo-
pers on Saturday at Hollister 
Field.

The Govs found the end 
zone twice in the first quarter, 
with a 49-yard touchdown run 
by Porter Hunsley and a 67-
yard TD catch by Will Danburg 
from Jeren Deal to give Pierre 
a 14-0 lead headed into the 
second.

Deal found Thomas Snyder 
with a 21-yard strike with 7:14 
left before halftime to give 
the Govs a 21-0 lead. Sturgis 
engineered a drive and moved 
the ball downfield on their 
next possession, capitalizing 
with a 25-yard scoring run by 
Zhoel Irion. The extra point 
was blocked and Pierre led 21-6 
with 3:29 left before intermis-
sion.

The Govs started their next 
drive at their own 20, then 
moved the ball to the 38-yard 
line. Deal hit wideout Carter 
Schiefelbein for a 17-yard gain 
and the Govs had good field 
position at the Scooper 45. Deal 
called his own number on the 
next play, scampering into the 

end zone from 45 yards out for 
another Pierre touchdown. The 
Govs led 28-6 at the half.

It was all Pierre in the sec-
ond half, with a 5-yard rushing 
score from Hunsley and a 32-
yard touchdown pass from Deal 
to Schiefelbein, both in the third 
quarter, to wrap up the scoring. 
The 42-6 lead by Pierre meant a 
running clock for the remainder 
of the contest. Governor kicker 
Carter Templeton was a perfect 
6-of-6 on extra points.

Pierre (1-0) racked up 462 
yards of total offense and were 
led by junior quarterback Jeren 
Deal, who ran for 101 yards 
and one score and threw for 237 
yards and three TDs. The Govs 
had one turnover, an intercep-
tion, and three penalties for 30 
yards. Hunsley had five carries 
for 69 yards and two scores.

Sturgis (0-1) had 270 yards 
of offense, 130 on the ground 
and 140 yards passing. Senior 
quarterback Austin Flohr was 
8-of-17 passing for 126 yards. 
Tight end Gage West had a 
great game for the Scoopers, 
with 100 yards receiving on 
six catches. Irion finished with 
19 carries for 92 yards and a 
touchdown.

Sturgis hosts 11AAA Rapid 
City Central (0-1) on Friday 
night at Woodle Field. Action from Scooper season opener loss. Robert Allison Facebook Photo



Inmates assist with the cleanup effort at the South Dakota State Fairgrounds 
in Huron in early July 2026 after a tornado and windstorm hit the area. (Courte-
sy of the South Dakota Department of Corrections)
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FEMA to reimburse eight South Dakota counties, three tribes for 
storm-related infrastructure fixes

PIERRE– South Dakota 
Attorney General Marty Jack-
ley credits South Dakota law 
enforcement with the arrest in 
a youth sexual abduction case 
Monday afternoon.

Attorney General Jackley 
said the state’s Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force 
(ICAC) was notified Monday 
afternoon by Wyoming author-
ities who were searching for a 
vehicle involved in the abduc-
tion of a 15-year-old female 
from Sundance, WY. 

Highway Patrol troopers 

stopped the vehicle on I-90 near 
the Aurora County line, east of 
Plankinton. 

The stop occurred less than 
one hour after South Dakota au-
thorities had been first notified.

The adult male suspect was 
identified as Dalton Renollet, 
36, of Maricopa, AZ. 

He has been charged with 
one count of Sexual Contact 
with a Minor in Aurora County. 

The female victim was safe-
ly recovered.

Wyoming authorities had 
initially been working with 

The feder-
al government 
will reimburse 
up to 75% 
of public 
infrastructure 
repair costs 
from storms 
that hit eight 

South Dakota 
counties and two Native Ameri-
can reservations in late June and 
early July, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
announced Wednesday.

The Oglala Sioux Tribe, 
meanwhile, is in line for the 
same level of reimbursements 
for repairs to public infra-
structure caused by storms in 
early June, and individual tribal 
members will be eligible for fi-
nancial aid to cover some prop-
erty losses from that incident.

Gov. Larry Rhoden request-
ed a presidential disaster decla-
ration from the Trump admin-
istration in late July, in a letter 
laying out $4.5 million in public 
property damage from a storm 
system that moved through the 
state between hoden said, first 
in a Tuesday evening social 
media post and again in a press 
release on Wednesday, that 
President Donald Trump called 
him directly to tell him about 
approving the state’s request for 
a disaster declaration. 

On X, Rhoden shared a post 
from Trumpin which the pres-
ident wrote “South Dakota is a 
special place, which I won by 
Historic margins, three times, 

and I will always deliver BIG 
for them.”

The disaster declaration 
for the state as a whole will 
reimburse public property repair 
costs in Beadle, Bennett, Buf-
falo, Day, Hand, Hughes, Hyde 
and Stanley Counties, along 
with the Crow Creek and Lower 
Brule reservations. Roads, pow-
er systems, parks, recreation 
areas and public facilities were 
damaged in the storm, with the 
heaviest impacts in Hyde and 
Beadle counties.

Lower Brule Sioux Tribe 
President Boyd Gorneau told 
South Dakota Searchlight on 
Wednesday that the tribe lost 
some center-pivot irrigation 
systems on its agricultural land 
in the storm. 

FEMA sent a press release 
on disaster declarations for 
South Dakota on Wednesday, 
but the release did not include 
dollar figures. 

A FEMA spokesperson told 
Searchlight the reimbursement 
isn’t limited to the $4.5 million 
in damage cited in Rhoden’s 
request to President Trump, 
whose post said he’d “ap-
proved” $3.4 million — a figure 
that would cover 75% of the 
cost to repair that damage.

The actual amount paid in 
reimbursement will be based on 
the cost to repair infrastructure, 
the spokesman said, provided 
local governments and state 
officials adhere to FEMA guide-
lines and protocols.

The same will be true for 
the Oglala Sioux Tribe’s public 
infrastructure. The tribe, which 

: Matilyn Kerr, left, and sister Brittany Kerr watch as a skid-steer loader pulls a tree from 
Brittany Kerr’s yard in Highmore, South Dakota, on June 29, 2026, after a severe storm that 
morning. (Photo by Meghan O’Brien/South Dakota Searchlight)

Attorney General Jackley Credits Law Enforcement
with Arrest in Youth Sexual Abduction

Utah thinking that Renollet 
was taking the female back to 
Arizona. License Plate Read-
ers (LPR) technology located 
the suspect’s vehicle in South 
Dakota.

“A 15-year-old abducted 
and traumatized girl has been 
brought to safety by the excel-
lent work of law enforcement.     

This incident demonstrates 
how valuable technology can 
be in protecting the public and 
assisting officers to locate a 
vulnerable juvenile and bring 
her to safety within an hour,” 

said Attorney General Jackley. 
“I remain committed to strict 
safeguards and oversight to 
ensure this technology protects 
the public from serious crimes 
with strong protections in place 
to safeguard personal privacy.”

Attorney General Jackley 
has announced plans to pro-
pose legislation to ensure that 
technology is used solely for 
legitimate law enforcement 
purposes with strong protection 
for the public’s privacy. 

He is working with legis-
lators, law enforcement, and 

prosecutors on legislation to 
establish clear standards and 
safeguards for law enforce-
ment’s use of this and similar 
technology, ensuring it is used 
responsibly, with appropriate 
oversight and consequences for 
any misuse.

The Aurora County State’s 
Attorney’s Office is prosecuting 
the South Dakota case. 

Other charges are expected 
to be filed in Wyoming. The 
defendant is presumed innocent 
under the U.S. Constitution.

Around the State

John Hult
South Dakota SearchLight

Members of Oglala Sioux Tribe also 
eligible for individual assistance for 

flooding

requested a disaster declaration 
separately, was hit with flash 
flooding June 2-4 after a heavy 
rain and hail storm.

During the first round of 
storms, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service, “6 to 7 
inches of rain fell in a short pe-
riod, causing streets and ditches 
to fill extremely quickly,” in 
addition to strong winds and 
hail. A tornado touched down 
near Ideal in Tripp County the 
following day, damaging mostly 
agricultural land.

The individual assistance 
program, part of the FEMA 
announcement for the tribe, will 

allow residents to work with 
FEMA to obtain “grants for 
temporary housing and home 
repairs, low-cost loans to cover 
uninsured property losses and 
other programs to help individ-
uals and families recover from 
the effects of the disaster,” the 
spokesperson wrote in an email.

A separate press release 
from FEMA on the tribal disas-
ter declaration said that tribal 
members who experienced 
losses in the storms “should 
document their damage, keep 
any receipts for repairs, and 
file a claim with their insurance 
provider.”

“Information on how indi-
viduals may apply for federal 
disaster assistance will be an-
nounced when it is available,” 
the press release said.

The FEMA spokesperson 
said the tribe has not requested 
a disaster declaration for a more 
recent hailstorm, which dropped 
baseball-sized hail on some 
areas of tribal land, damaging 
school buses and homes and 
forcing a delayed start to the 
school year.

The tribe’s public informa-
tion officer did not immediately 
return calls and emails seeking 
comment on Wednesday.

Gov. Larry 
Rhoden has 
asked the fed-
eral govern-
ment to help 
pay for nearly 
$4.6 million 
in damage to 
public prop-

erty in South Dakota caused by 
storms late last month and early 
this month.

Wind gusts of 100 miles an 
hour or more tore through cen-
tral and eastern South Dakota 
between June 28 and July 3, hit-
ting Hyde and Beadle counties 
the hardest.

Hyde County estimates 
$2.8 million in damages to 
public property due to a June 
29 “mini-derecho,” as classi-
fied by the National Weather 
Service’s Storm Prediction 
Center. Wind gusts of up to 131 
miles per hour downed trees 
and powerlines, snapped wind 

Governor of South Dakota seeks federal help for damages 
from summer storms

turbine towers in half and left 
Highmore residents without 
power for days.

A July 3 storm in east-cen-
tral South Dakota left “devasta-
tion” in Huron as well, Rhoden 
said in a press release, where a 
tornado with peak winds of 90 
mph followed by wind gusts of 
up to 106 families toppled trees 
and damaged multiple buildings 
in areas including the South 
Dakota State Fairgrounds. 
Beadle County suffered almost 
$897,000 in public property 

damage.
Bennett, Buffalo, Day, 

Hand, Hughes and Stanley 
counties, along with the Crow 
Creek and Lower Brule reserva-
tions, were also included in the 
request. 

Rhoden’s disaster decla-
ration, signed on Wednesday, 
opens the door to possible 
assistance from the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency. If FEMA approves the 
declaration, it would pick up 
75% of the price of repairs to 

public property. Counties would 
pay 15%, and the state would 
pay 10%.

Makenzie Huber is a 
lifelong South Dakotan who 
regularly reports on the inter-
section of politics and policy 
with health, education, social 
services and Indigenous affairs. 
Her work with South Dakota 
Searchlight earned her the title 
of South Dakota’s Outstanding 
Young Journalist in 2024, and 
she was a 2024 finalist for the 
national Livingston Awards.

Mackenzie Huber
South Dakota Searchlight
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South Dakota Driver Licensing 
Launches New Driver’s License 

Design

Why the rushed Postal Service plan for mail-in 
voting has states in a panic

    September 2026!

Post Office  Contd. A5

Jacob Fischler
South Dakota SearchLight

PIERRE– The South Dako-
ta Driver Licensing Program is 
introducing a new driver’s license 
and identification card design this 
month.

The new cards feature ad-
vanced security technology to 
help prevent fraud and identity 
theft, including updated printing 
methods and embedded design 
elements that make the creden-
tials more secure and harder to 
replicate. The design also includes 
a modernized layout to improve 
readability and usability for both 
customers and law enforcement.

“This redesign ensures that 
South Dakota continues to provide 
secure, reliable credentials that 
keep pace with evolving tech-
nology,” said Jeannelle Yitagesu, 
Driver Licensing program man-
ager. “We’re proud that the new 

cards also highlight the beauty and 
character of our state.”

Driver License Exam Stations 
across South Dakota will begin 
issuing the new design throughout 
the month of September, with roll-
out dates varying by site as each 
office transitions to the updated 
system. Residents will receive the 
new-style driver’s licenses and 
ID cards during renewal or when 
applying for new credentials. 
Existing licenses will remain valid 
until their expiration date. No 
immediate action is required from 
current cardholders.

For more information, visit 
the Driver Licensing website at 
dps.sd.gov or contact your local 
Driver Exam Station.

Driver Licensing is an agency 
of the South Dakota Department 
of Public Safety.

Sturgis Man Sentenced To 
Prison On Child Pornography 

Charges
RAPID CITY– A Sturgis man 
has been sentenced to six years 
and three months in prison 
after being sentenced on child 
pornography charges. 
Carl Wahl, 55, was convicted 
of receipt of child pornography 
and possession of child pornog-
raphy. Wahl was initially indict-
ed for the charge by a federal 
grand jury in February of 2025. 
He pleaded guilty on April 1st. 
Prosecutors say between May 
and August of 2023, the South 
Dakota Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force received 
CyberTips for investigation. 
A search warrant for Wahl’s 

residence and electronic devices 
was obtained. Several of Wahl’s 
electronic devices, including his 
HP laptop and his two cell-
phones, were examined and all 
three devices contained visual 
depictions of child sexual abuse 
material that Wahl knowingly 
and intentionally viewed, pos-
sessed, and received using the 
internet. Wahl was also ordered 
to serve five years of super-
vised release, and ordered to 
pay a $100 special assessment 
to the Federal Crime Victims 
Fund for each charge. Wahl was 
also ordered to pay $30,285 in 
restitution.

President Don-
ald Trump’s exec-
utive order placing 
new restrictions 
on mail-in voting 
would assign state 
officials a Hercule-

an task to reach compliance before 
the crucial midterm elections.

The order directed the U.S. 
Postal Service to strictly regulate 
the envelope design of mail-in 
ballots and to collect voter data 
from each state through an online 
portal, among other things. 

The Postal Service has argued 
in court that its rule is not an elec-
tion regulation, but is within the 
agency’s purview as a standard for 
a specific type of mail.

But some state officials tasked 
with fitting their systems to the 
new regulations say it presents 
massive — if not impossible — 
challenges to reach compliance 
for the November midterms, when 
voters will decide whether to 
continue Republican control of the 
U.S. House and Senate. 

Ballot designs and printing are 
typically done months in advance 

of ballots being sent to voters, 
which begins this week. North 
Carolina is set to mail out ballots 
for the Nov. 3 general election on 
Friday. 

“In some States, it would be 
impossible at this point to comply 
with the last-minute rollout of 
USPS’ novel ballot-verification 
program,” more than 20 Demo-
cratic-led states suing to block the 
order said in a Wednesday court 
filing. “In other States, there will 
be chaos.”

The states presented a list 
of tasks state and local elections 
administrators would have to 
complete. 

That list includes: redesigning 
ballot envelopes and obtaining 
USPS approval “on an unprece-
dented timetable,” purchasing new 
envelopes, developing techno-
logical systems to meet barcode 
standards in the rule, uploading 
voter-specific information to the 
USPS portal that they have not 
yet received access to and training 
state and local officials and voters 
on the new standards.

“Each step of this process is 
fraught with an extreme risk of 
error,” they said.

‘Courts will stop it’
Because of the unworkable 

timeline and a general principle 
not to change voting policy too 
close to an election, officials be-
lieve courts will ultimately block 
the rule from going into effect for 
this year.

“There’s a pretty universal 
feeling that the courts will stop 
it from happening,” Katy Owens 
Hubler, the director of elections at 
the National Conference of State 
Legislatures, said in an interview.

“In general, you don’t want 
to be changing things right before 
the election. So in a lot of ways, it 
is already too late. Part of the rule 
relates to the absentee ballot enve-
lopes themselves. And … almost 
universally, those have already 
been designed and printed.”

A Massachusetts federal judge 
has paused the rule from taking 
effect through Sept. 11 while mul-
tiple legal fights play out.

Tammy Patrick, the chief 
programs officer at the National 
Association of Election Officials, 
a nonpartisan industry group for 
state and local elections officials, 
said in a court declaration filed 
Aug. 28 the timeline was unwork-

able for the midterms.
“None of the Rule’s require-

ments can feasibly be implement-
ed before the November 3, 2026, 
General Election,” she wrote. 
“Administration of the 2026 
election is already well underway, 
with timelines, budgets, and staff-
ing already set, many of which are 
unmovable or unchangeable.” 

The rule’s requirements “will 
place new and heavy burdens” on 
election offices whose budgets are 

“already constrained,” she added.
Election officials and USPS 

began preparing for the 2026 
election months ago, she said. And 
states already set funding levels.

“The infeasibility of the Rule 
for election officials is obvious 
when you consider the calendar 
and preparation for the 2026 
general election next to the Rule’s 
requirements and implementa-
tion,” she wrote.
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By John Newby

“Bet On Small Business, Not Big Boxes”

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism 
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and 
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.
  

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a constant 
drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout 

     Nearly four years ago I 
wrote about a study called 
“Where Our Jobs Come 
From.” The author, Don 
Macke of the Center for 
Rural Entrepreneurship, 
laid out numbers every 
small or mid-sized com-
munity should know by heart. 
I want to revisit that argument 
today, because the newest data 
does not just confirm it. It makes 
the case even stronger.
    Here is where we stood back 
then. Between 2006 and 2016, 
the country added 48 million net 
new jobs, and businesses with 
fewer than 100 employees ac-
counted for 95 percent of them. 
Businesses with 500 or more 
workers actually lost jobs over 
that same stretch. That was al-
ready a striking picture of where 
opportunity really comes from.
    Now look at the recent or 
fresh numbers. The Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS) reports 

more than eight thousand store 
closures across the country last 
year alone. Familiar names 
disappeared entirely. Nearly 
three hundred shopping malls are 
projected to close by 2028, and 
vacancy in the weakest proper-
ties now tops thirteen percent. 
The glut I warned about a few 
years back has not slowed. It has 
accelerated.
    So why do so many towns 
still spend their limited time and 
tax dollars courting one large 
employer instead of growing a 
hundred small ones? There are 
roughly ten thousand communi-
ties across this country compet-
ing for those same big prospects, 
and the odds of landing one 
and keeping it are somewhere 
between one and two percent. 
Communities that do land one 
are usually places that already 
had strong infrastructure and 
outstanding quality of life, which 
means the big employer was a 
reward for good decisions, not 
a substitute for them. Everyone 
else is placing a very expensive 
bet with very poor odds.
    There is another shift happen-
ing underneath all of this, and 
it is moving faster than most 
local plans account for. Rough-
ly seventy million Americans 

that small firms, those 
under 250 employees, 
accounted for 51 percent of 
all net job creation between 
the third quarter of 2020 
and the third quarter of 
2025. The Small Business 
Administration’s 2025 

profile shows the country now 
has 36.2 million small businesses 
employing 62.3 million people, 
nearly 46 percent of the entire 
private workforce. And in the 
most recent year measured, small 
businesses were responsible for 
close to nine out of every ten 
net new jobs added nationwide. 
The Treasury Department found 
that since 2019, small businesses 
have generated more than 70 
percent of all net new job growth 
in America.
    Meanwhile the businesses that 
so many communities still chase, 
the big box stores and anchor 
chains, keep telling a different 
story. Retail trackers counted 

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

 Central Meade County News
By Sandy Rhoden, August 23, 2026

As of the week-
end the prairies and 
yards in the central 
part of Meade 
County still looked 
a lovely green color.  

It has been nice not having to 
worry as much about fires, so 
hopefully the chances of rain 
we see in the forecast will land 
in every community in Meade 
County.

 While many school districts 
like Faith have started school, 
Meade 46-1 won’t start until 

Thursday of this week.  This has 
allowed those who want to attend 
the Meade County and  Central 
States Fair to do so without the 
worry of it being a school night.

Some are getting in rodeos, 
4-H activities and more this 
week.

 On Sunday at the evening 
rodeo it was Veterans night.  A 
special tribute was made to Dan 
Rhoden of Newell.  Many Rho-
dens were in attendance to honor 
him as well.

 On Friday, Larry Rhoden was 

at the Rapid City Fairgrounds to 
help kick off the 9 day Central 
States Fair by delivering a mes-
sage and cutting the ribbon to 
begin festivities.  

 The Rhoden families attend-
ed the rodeo on Sunday night 
to help honor Dan Rhoden for 
his service in Vietnam.  It was a 
surprise to Dan, but by now he 
will have been to the rodeo.  It 
was Veterans Appreciation Night 
at the rodeo.  

 On Thursday, there was a 
Great Plains Tribal Chairman’s 
Association Law Enforcement 
Summit held in Rapid City.  Larr 
y Rhoden and his team met for 
a round table discussion which 

was a great time of communica-
tion and exchange of ideas with 
tribal chairs and leaders.  On 
Saturday we attended a bridge 
naming in New Underwood for 
the New Underwood bridge over 
I90. It was named after Ronal 
Mclravy. It was held in the Catho-
lic Church in New Underwood.

 There was a good crowd on 
Sunday at Nellie’s for lunch after 
church.  Harold Delbridge’s crew 
was there along with some of the 
Union Center Church regulars.  
The Union Center Church will be 
holding their church service at 
the Governor’s residence coming 
up soon.  

While the yard is still in bloom 

and the weather is tolerable we 
will be able to accommodate the 
service indoors or out. 

 While all appears well in Cen-
tral Meade County and around 
our state, there have been many 
tragedies and serious health 
issues plaguing so many.  

It is a good time for prayer 
warriors to hold up those who 
are hurting and to continue pray-
ing for rain.   

  We continue to celebrate spe-
cial annual events and experience 
new beginnings.  A special bless-
ing this week to first time empty 
nesters all around the state.  It is 
bitter sweet for sure. Have a great 
week!

now do freelance, contract, or 
self-employed work, more than 
a third of the entire workforce, 
and researchers expect that share 
to keep climbing toward half the 
workforce within the next few 
years. That is not a fringe trend 
anymore. It is a preview of who 
your next generation of taxpay-
ers, customers, and volunteers 
will be.
    Picture your own downtown 
with a third of your working 
residents earning their living in-
dependently rather than clocking 
in at one employer. Would you 
still be subsidizing another half 
empty retail pad, or would you 
be investing in reliable broad-
band, flexible small office space, 
and shared work hubs where 
a bookkeeper, a web designer, 
and a craftsman could each rent 
a desk for what they actually 
need? Forward thinking commu-
nities are already asking these 
questions, and the ones asking 
now will be years ahead of the 
ones still waiting for a factory 
that may never come.
    None of this means turning 
your back on the larger em-
ployers already rooted in your 
community. If you have one, 
treat it well. It adds real balance. 
But if you are still building your 
entire economic strategy around 
landing the next big one, the 
numbers are telling you, loudly 
and repeatedly, that the surer 

path runs through the businesses 
already on your Main Street and 
the entrepreneurs quietly starting 
new ones in spare bedrooms and 
garages this year.
    America was not built by 
waiting for a single company 
to save a town. It was built by 
shopkeepers, tradespeople, and 
risk takers who bet on their own 
neighborhoods first. That is still 
true, and the data now proves it 
more clearly than ever.
    Here is something you can do 
about it in the next day. Walk 
into one locally owned business 
you have been meaning to visit 
and make a purchase there, not 
online, before this week is out. 
Then tell the owner you are glad 
they are there. Small gestures 
like that, multiplied across a 
whole community, are exactly 
how small communities and 
Main Streets keeps winning.
    John Newby, Pineville, MO., 
is a nationally recognized pub-
lisher, community, business and 
media consultant, & speaker. His 
column appears in communities 
nationwide. He is currently the 
CEO of the McDonald Coun-
ty Chamber and the founder 
of Truly-Local, dedicated to 
helping communities create 
excitement, energy, and capture 
the synergies needed to thrive in 
an ever increasingly complicated 
environment. He can be reached 
at John@Truly-Local.org.

by DeAnn (Wolkow) 
Kruempel

PRESSED BETWEEN THE PAGES #50
“Steering in the Right Direction”

Life 
is hard 
sometimes, 
even when 
we are 
young. 
Pressed 
between the 
pages of my 
mind is a 
memory of 
our mother 

telling the story of the day 
Donald ran away from home. 

 He was not quite five 
at the time. Mom didn’t 
remember what had upset her 
little boy, but he stormed into 
the house.

	 “Mom, I’m running 
away from home!”

	 Her heart skipped 
a beat at the thought of the 
youngster setting off on his 
own, but she kept peeling 
potatoes. “Do you want to 
talk about it? What made you 
so mad?”

	 “No. I’m just mad. 
I’m gonna run away.”

	 Donald was her 
second child; Mom hadn’t 
had a lot of experience with 
runaways. She thought for a 
minute. “Well, you might be 
gone for a while, so you will 
need to pack some things. 
Why don’t you go out and 
find a long stick and we’ll tie 
a handkerchief on it.”

	 The child thought 
this was a good idea and 
headed out the door. He 
came back in a few minutes 
with a dead tree branch.

	 Mom found one of 
Dad’s big red bandannas and 
spread it out on the table. 
“If you are going to be away 

from home for a while, you 
will need clean underwear. 
You go get a pair in your 
dresser.”

	 Meanwhile Mother 
made a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich and 
wrapped it in a small towel. 
When Donald brought the 
underwear, she placed the 
food and undies on the 
bandanna and tied the four 
corners in a knot. Then 
she attached the bundle to 
the stick. “You might get 
hungry while you are gone, 
so I made you a sandwich.” 
Serious child eyes watched. 
She gently positioned the 
stick over his shoulder and 
hugged him—just a little.

	 “Thanks, Mom.” 
Donald took a deep breath 
and started for the door. He 
stopped. “I’m running away 
now.”

	 Mother nodded 
solemnly, likely said a little 
prayer and then watched 
at the window as her son 
trudged purposely to the 
Quonset.

	 Just inside the big 
sliding doors stood the 
tractor, the John Deere 
Model G. Dad had started 
farming with horses, but 
was happy when he could 
buy a tractor. Donald loved 
that tractor. He couldn’t wait 
until he was big enough to 
drive it just like Dad.

	 With his bundle in 
tow, the little boy climbed 
up to the metal tractor seat. 
Settling the pack at his 
side, he leaned forward to 
reach the steering wheel, 

spreading his short arms out 
wide. Making tractor noises, 
Donald turned the wheel left 
and right. 

 It didn’t move far, but he 
could pretend. He steered 
and imagined and steered 
and dreamed.

	 At last, the boy 
decided he was hungry, so 
he ate his sandwich. Then 

he drove some more until he 
decided to go home.

	 A few years later, 
about the same age, Dorothy 
also ran away from home. 
The Model G again provided 
the needed “transportation.” 
She sat on the tractor until 
she forgot what upset her.

	 As is often the case, 
we can learn lessons from 
children. When life gets us 
down, it’s good to find a safe 
place to imagine, to dream—
and steer back in the right 

direction.
The author’s column 

appears in a growing number 
of Midwest newspapers. 
Kruempel has published 
the compiled stories every 
year for the last five years.  
She has also published a 
historical fiction series, 
“Promises to Keep.” 

Her ten books are 
available on Amazon.  
Contact Kruempel at 
deannkruempelauthor@
gmail.com.
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State of South Dakota faces lawsuit over 
proof-of-citizenship voter registration law

A Utah County election worker picks up mailed ballots from the United States Postal Service office on 
Oct. 26, 2020 in Provo, Utah. (Photo by George Frey/Getty Images)

Post OfficeContd. from  A3

A voter fills out a ballot at a Brandon polling place during the runoff election for the South Da-
kota Republican nomination for governor on July 28, 2026. (Photo by Makenzie Huber/South 
Dakota Searchlight)

Nonprofit and Sioux Falls man chal-
lenge implementation of law that cre-
ates a class of ‘federal only’ voters

John Hult
SouthDakotaSearchlight.com

The rule would force states 
to push through in a matter 
of weeks what should take a 
year, Matthew Weil, the vice 
president for democracy and 
bipartisanship at the Bipartisan 
Policy Center, a Washington 
think tank, said.

“A year of lead time is the 
best practice before any new 
policy,” he said.

Envelope design
Some of the requirements 

themselves are not objection-
able, according to experts. 

The standards for envelope 
design, for example, largely 
codify best practices the Postal 
Service has recommended for 
years.

But the rule also requires 
that USPS approve each design, 
possibly through an online por-
tal that has yet to be introduced 
and has reportedly seen major 
problems in development.

Nationwide, there are about 
40 mail design analysts who 
would be qualified to judge 
mail ballot designs. Asking 
every state, and many counties 
that have their own designs, to 
submit them at the same time 
would be unworkable.

“If even a fraction of elec-
tion offices has to submit their 
new envelopes and materials 
… before the 2026 election, it 
would take weeks for USPS 
to work through the sudden 
volume,” Patrick wrote.

A similar problem could 
face election offices seeking to 
order printing of new ballots 
and envelopes, she said. The 
turnaround time for new en-
velopes could stretch 12 to 16 
weeks, she said.

Despite those obstacles, the 
rule would mean any ballots 
that do not fit the new spec-
ifications would be rejected, 
possibly stopping many voters 
from casting ballots.

IT problem

Like the implementation of 
ballot envelope standards, the 
rule’s requirement that states 
electronically share voter files 
with the federal government has 
suffered from a rushed process, 
according to an explosive whis-
tleblower complaint published 
Tuesday.

The Postal Service lacks 
the capacity to implement the 
executive order, David Becker, 
the executive director of the 
Center for Election Innovation 
and Research, said in a state-
ment Tuesday.

“They secretly rushed devel-
opment of the technology the 
order demanded, trying to piece 
it together in a few months rath-
er than taking the time required 
for a proper rollout,” he said. 
“This slapdash effort is guar-
anteed to result in significant 
problems just weeks before the 
election, potentially disenfran-
chising thousands of voters.”

Owens Hubler said states 
have not yet gained access to 
the portal.

“It’s a pretty big (informa-
tion technology) project to have 
done very quickly,” she said. 
“And I don’t know that any-
body’s actually seen it yet. So, 
that’s another aspect of putting 
it into place before the election 
that could be pretty tough.”

The Bipartisan Policy 
Center predicted the difficulty 
in building the portal in a July 
6 comment on the notice of 
proposed rulemaking by the 
USPS. The center noted that 
state and local officials would 
have difficulty complying.

“Whether election offi-
cials can meet this burden at 
all depends on the successful 
deployment of a tool that does 
not yet exist,” the group wrote. 
“Building, testing, deploying, 
and training election officials 
to use a portal before October 
4 (the beginning of the 30-day 
window during which election 

officials will be supplying lists 
to USPS) will be an enormous 
undertaking, and the risk of 
delay in the deployment of this 
portal is significant.”

The Postal Service did not 
respond to a message seeking 
comment Wednesday.

In a Tuesday statement, a 
spokesperson said the agen-
cy was finalizing the portal’s 
development, and called it “just 
one part of a broader, year-
round effort” to ensure election 
mail is properly handled.

“The Postal Service is now 
finalizing the portal and will 
soon make it available to elec-
tion officials who voluntarily 
wish to familiarize themselves 
with the platform,” the spokes-
person said. “USPS will also 
provide tools, presentations, 

and other resources to help 
election officials understand the 
platform and make informed 
decisions about whether and 
how they wish to use it.”

Universal mail states
States that already mail 

ballots to every registered 
voter, and the large jurisdic-
tions within those states, may 
have an easier time meeting 
the standards, Owens Hubler 
said. If they are not already in 
compliance, they likely have 
a relationship with a commer-
cial printer that could possibly 
handle a short order.

But smaller, less-resourced 
counties and states that don’t 
have a robust mail-in voting 
program may have more trouble 
finding last-minute fixes.

The eight states that have 

universal mail voting — Cal-
ifornia, Colorado, Hawaii, 
Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Vermont 
and Washington — “will be 
affected, but everyone’s affect-
ed,” Owens Hubler said. “And I 
think it is important to think of 
the ones that just don’t have to 
do this as often. They may, in 
the end, be more affected.”

Jacob covers federal policy 
and helps direct national cover-
age as deputy Washington bu-
reau chief for States Newsroom. 
Based in Oregon, he focuses on 
Western issues. His coverage 
areas include climate, energy 
development, public lands and 
infrastructure.

South Dakota Searchlight 
is part of States Newsroom, the 
nation’s largest state-focused 
nonprofit news organization.

  A nonprof-
it organiza-
tion and a 
Sioux Falls 
voter filed 
a lawsuit 
Monday 
in federal 

court over the implementa-
tion of South Dakota’s new 
proof-of-citizenship require-
ment for voter registration.
Senate Bill 175, passed by law-
makers and signed into law by 
Republican Gov. Larry Rhoden 
in March, requires documentary 
proof of citizenship from people 
registering to vote.
   That proof can take forms 
including a birth certificate, 
passport, driver’s license, 
non-driver’s identification card 
or tribal identification card, 
or “any other type of accept-
able documentary evidence of 
citizenship” under federal law. 
Photocopies are acceptable for 
any of the documents except 
driver’s licenses or state or 
tribal ID cards. 
   People who don’t provide 
those documents are registered 
but receive a “federal-only” 
ballot, meaning one that lists 
only candidates for federal 
offices such as the president and 
Congress, but not state or local 
offices.
   In addition to proof of citi-
zenship, the new law requires 
a person to provide a physical 
address in South Dakota, other 
than a mail-forwarding ser-
vice or post office box, to be 
registered for voting in state and 
local elections. 
   That provision enforceable at 
the time of registration or upon 
a request for an absentee ballot  
targets people such as full-time 
recreational vehicle drivers who 
may receive forwarded mail 
and register their vehicles in the 
state but otherwise don’t live 
there.
    An analysis of voter data by 
South Dakota Searchlight in 
May showed that about 1,500 
people in South Dakota had 
been registered as “federal 
only.”
     The lawsuit alleges that 
South Dakota’s rollout of the 
proof-of-citizenship require-
ment has disqualified eligible 
voters over erroneous minutiae 

and failed to offer them a realis-
tic shot at fixing problems with 
their registration application.
The lawsuit asks a judge to 
force the state to: 
•	 Accept photocopies of 
driver’s licenses, tribal IDs and 
nondriver IDs for voter registra-
tion.
•	 Rescind guidance 
requiring in-person registration 
for people who use such IDs as 
proof of citizenship. 
•	 Make sure registrants 
designated as federal-only are 
offered accurate explanations 
as to why they’ve been denied 
access to state and local ballots. 
•	 Offer voters registered 
as federal-only an opportunity 
to challenge the designation. 
The lawsuit also seeks a ruling 
that the non-acceptance of pho-
tocopies for state and tribal IDs 
violates the U.S. Civil Rights 
Act, and asks the state to pay 
the plaintiffs’ attorney fees.
Group’s proposed rule changes 
previously rejected
     The League of Women Vot-
ers is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
group that holds registration 
drives, provides voter education 
and lobbies on voting rights 
issues.
Members of its South Dakota 
chapter argued before the state’s 
Board of Elections for rule 
changes earlier this summer that 
would have addressed the issues 
raised in their lawsuit. The 
board voted the changes down 
5-2, ruling that the League 
lacked the legal standing to 
propose them.
    The League’s lawsuit, which 
also includes a Sioux Falls man 
named Jaysen Hill as a plaintiff, 
names South Dakota Secretary 
of State Monae Johnson, the 
state Board of Elections and 
each board member as defen-
dants.
     The lawsuit says the 
League’s representatives have 
tried to work with Johnson’s 
office to fix what they see as 
issues with the law’s adminis-
tration, but that her office has 
been unwilling to do so.
     The complaint says Minne-
haha County registered Hill as 
federal-only after he applied to 
register by mail, sending a pho-
tocopy of his state identification 
card in May. 
The card showed his address, 
the lawsuit says, but the letter 

he received telling him he’d 
be registered federal-only said 
he’d failed to provide a physical 
address. Hill was “confused” 
about the letter, which the law-
suit says is a form letter sent to 
those registered as federal-only.
Hill “now believes he was reg-
istered as a federal-only voter 
because he submitted a photo-
copy of a state identification 
card,” the lawsuit says, running 
afoul of the requirement to pres-
ent the actual ID card.
“It was never made clear to 
Plaintiff Hill by any state or 
local officials that he was reg-
istered as a federal-only voter 
because he failed to provide 
documentary proof of citizen-
ship, nor is it clear to Plaintiff 
Hill how he should go about 
fixing his application.”

Hill “was unable to participate” 
in the June 2 primary election, 
the lawsuit says. 
State says it’s yet to see lawsuit
    Hill and the League are 
represented by lawyers from 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union of South Dakota and the 
ACLU Foundation, a lawyer 
from the Sioux Falls law firm 
Heidepriem Purtell Siegel 
Hinrichs, and attorneys for the 
Campaign Legal Center, a non-
partisan legal aid organization 
in Washington, D.C., founded 
more than two decades ago by 
a former member of the Federal 
Election Commission. 
    Kathryn Johnson, president 
of the League of Women Voters’ 
South Dakota chapter, said in 
a press release that the state’s 
approach to the proof-of-cit-
izenship issue “has not only 
effectively shut down our 
League’s ability to register new 
voters, but it has pointlessly 

caused voter confusion and 
made voting harder.”
Andrew Malone, a lawyer with 
the ACLU of South Dakota, 
said in the release that the case 
is about making sure the state’s 
new law is administered “in 
compliance with federal man-
dates.”
“There is no proof of wide-
spread voter fraud or evidence 
of non-citizens voting that 
justifies a law that imposes 
burdensome show-your-papers 
requirements for eligible voters 
to cast their ballots,” Malone 
said.
Tony Mangan, spokesman for 
South Dakota Attorney Gen-
eral Marty Jackley, told South 
Dakota Searchlight on Monday 
evening that the office had yet 
to be served with the lawsuit.
Secretary of State Monae John-
son and a spokesman for her 
office did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.
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